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Dump McMurdo
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- |running low. The food was
| rationed among the four, and
e pon‘sgmed with sugar-flav-
g 40 & loured Snow,

$F0% * . Mr Lowry said that a cap-

=

\d badk

new hope.

sif{lect their voting papers inithe|and diaries written.
in|General Election. = " “VERY DEPRESSED”

SE CH . M D “Several times we became
j very depressed,” said Mr
Fenwick. “But something
would happen and our hopes
would rise.”

They were particularly
-iworried men when an iceberg

(beg ] small ice floe — but luckily|
|spotted by " ‘Chief _ Aero-|aj] four were able to scram./
_ [srapher’s Mate A4C. Boeger, ble-on to the largest piece.

ed|d trained ice observer, who! A killer whale patrolling

Force Hercules returning to worries — but these were!

‘|tured penguin was their real|
saviour — its warm, raw|
y |flesh provided their first real|
. {body-heat and gave the men 1‘

) ik e, Despite the nagging fear|
Cﬁ EEPUEY St thow might not reach the|.
austion, were |{shore arllld %a}fety, th}? men|

. |were still able to joke and|
d’%’ iterno@n «{sing. Photographs were taken ;

e

rammed and splintered their|,

was aboard a Royal Airlthe ice floes brought morel}

— i e > e Christchurch. soon forgotten with the first|

A United States Navyisound of a helicopter.
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W

Lieutenant A. Costlow and|alj the way to Cape Bird and
Lieutenant J. McComas, soon|then return in a great hurry,”|
|after put down on the small|Mr Lowry said, “We thought

, € to make a rescue.  |it wouldn’t be lone before |
§’étﬁitefshms" eyes bandaged for they found us.” 2 ‘

rtgg} (Mr Lowry) said the trouble|Hercules  aireraft

gued by|DeEan just after they had|within a mile — and Rastily|.
frt%s.?\uebeigg launched their first boat tHp|fired flares failed to tti'ac“ti‘
1£ip'F ce|Of the season. i . _{them, Bright night sfnshinel'
three, . foon Sfier lomis was | thought  to] have
QORI A swamped any glar m the
rd. We switched tanks| distress flaros > - © from ¢
: tors-but nothing hap-| The four men
.| ened, : :

\ & ; %rgazgsed
35 S emselves into alf-hour
Wgﬁrly}ﬁr\e&e SWePtiwatches after that, but the|
south into dt & patiedee,” lisappointments  continued. |,
owry said. Flares fired towards helicop-

a change of wind/ters ang Searching H
| ; : Seal erculesy;
blowing the ‘hoat alrcraft produce 13%10 result.

g the men, Bhap.t hegrge 8 KPq oomeesult..
“and vremamedrgg an|waik,” 1 Fer%‘:?i%%( sggd.
this “Waik o' keep wanu, and

Walk just to do something.
Water and bitter winds pro-

. {duced uncontrollable shivers.
l.lrgc’l’lests ached from shiv-

: vhich the

d 144 sq.'ft of
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ocker, a work
, and a hole
“through the
of over ;.‘t&e

e boat
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VXEB helicopter, piloted by| “Wwea saw the helicopter«ﬂyit
Jl
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Owblindness, the unit leader|  But on Friday nighf two!,
assed|,
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| Care had to be taken when

catching the Weddell seals
for tagging as some of them
| |were aggressive, he said.

%lones and ride them until they

He soon learned to put a.bag
over the heads of the worst

) |had been tagged.
°|_ He was helping Canterbury

University technician Dave
Greenwood tag 450 seals as
part of a study of the move-
ments, way of life and com-
munity trends of the creat-
‘lures. - : :
|+ “We managed to tag two
crabedter seals which are an
athletic animal capable of 15
m.p.h. on the ice.  We had
a terrible struggle tagging
them and I can understand
why only about 10 of them
have ever heen tagged.

‘ Detailed work being done
.jon seals by American scien-
tists using underwater cam-
eras and by attaching trans-
;|mitters to .their tails has
|made ' tagging nearly obse-
|lete.’’
| Most of the work he did
lon the seals was done from
Cape Evans, the site of Cap-
tain Secott’s hut. ‘ The at-
sphere in the hut was

ped into Scott himself.”

uch that I felt as if I had|though.the highest tempera-
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_ON ICE EXCITING

| Riding 9001b seals to tag them, cutting ice with a chain saw, instruct-
ing in snow and ice techniques and licking salt deposits, were all in the
|day’s work for field assistant, Ken Mason, of Dunedin, who has just re-
turned from the Antarctic.

was full of rubbish which
had historic value inside the
building but outside it would
be worthless.

For about seven weeks of
his four-month stay on the
ice Ken was stationed at
Scott Base. There he in-
structed Americans and New
Zealanders in snow and ice
techniques, tested prototype
ski climbing equipment and

painted huts. “T still do not McMurdo Sound.
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blew the apparent tempera-
ture dropped markedly.

Mr Mason did a small
amount of field work with
Antarctic  old-timer Harry
Keys, collecting samples of
salt deposits. Taste was the
ealsiest method of identifying
salt.

Chainsaws were used to
cut holes in the sea ice ahout
20km from Scott Base in
The field

know whether the paint dried
or froze,”” he said. ;

While at the base he met|
Antarctic Treaty delegates|
who stayed for a week. *“ The|
delegates were from different|
countries and when they were
there the base was so full,!
tents had to be pitched out-|
side. There were 51 people|

ship as the Antarctic tents
are beautifully designed and
warm,”’

The beared Ken did not!
find the Antarctic as cold as|
he thought it would be. ‘ Be-
cause of the low humidity,
the cold is not as penetra-
ting as it is in New Zealand.
On still days, I wore shorts
and did not feel cold, even

ture recorded was plus 2-

Mr Mason said the hut

deg C.” As soon as the wind

_|Lowe, of Gore, who was the
Slto sort out the ems of
: | These men will be v&hg

party he was part of was|
doing oceanographic work
and lowered ' equipment into
the sea through 4ft squarej
holes in the jce. {
Water currents and tem-i

\ iperatures at varying depths]|

were measured. |

“The lowest water tem-|
perature we measured was

at Scott Base and those sleep-i.] 93des C. This had slivers|
ing outside were set no hard-|of jce in it and with another|

point or so of a degree, it
would have been solid. If a
man slipped into the water,
he would have three minutes
of conscious life left. Chances
of survival are small.”

At 20km out on the sea
ice, the party was always on
the lookout for the ice break-
ing out. This is when a
crack forms and the ice
moves out to sea at a speed
of up to a foot a second.|a
“ We had escape routes off
the ice in our minds the
whole time, in case of a

a
breakout.” ?
Mr Mason was one of four .

men from Dunedin and Gore
who were chosen to work in
the Antarctic under the
D.S.ILR. Antarctic Division
over the 1972-73 summer. The
others were: Bruce Lay-
bourne, a journalist who was
the public relations and in-
formation officer at Scott
Base; Ken Blackwood, a field
assistant and party leader,
both of Dunedin; and Harold

fomnd o

s o

field leader whose job was

the field parties.
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